Apalachee Audubon Society Board Minutes
Wednesday, August 16, 2017   6:30pm – 8:30pm
Waterworks
Submitted by Secretary Donna Legare
NEXT BOARD MEETING: Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2017    6:30pm  Waterworks
The following board members attended:

Budd Titlow
Donna Legare

Rob Williams
Peter Kleinhenz

Kathleen Carr

Harvey Goldman

John Outland
Sean McGlynn
Lilly Anderson-Messec

Ann Bidlingmeir

David Arnold

Guest: Sara Chang from Pineview Elementary School

Chapter Housekeeping

We decided to change the board meeting date to the 4th Wednesday of each month.

Minutes from June 11, 2017 Board Retreat were approved and Elizabeth will post on website.

Financial Report – no financial report was given – no change from retreat
Annual Report – not yet available via Chapter Services. Kathleen will submit 2 reports – the annual report questionnaire and the financial report questionnaire, usually due at the end of November.
Key to AAS PO Box – Harvey has one key and will make a second one for Kathleen.

Education

Sara Chang from Pineview Elementary asked for assistance with a year long program on birds at Pineview. Board decided on a 3 prong approach:

1. dedicate some of the money we just donated to St. Marks Refuge for providing buses to sponsor bus trips specifically for Pineview students for bird related field trips. Sara will call Lori Nicholson to arrange.

2. Donna and Lilly will meet with Sara in a few weeks to look at bird feeding station to make recommendations on enhancing habitat through planting native plants and will report to board on costs

3. Education committee (David, Peter, Judy Goldman, Elizabeth Platt) met prior to the board meeting and had already decided to have a table at a Sept. 1 FAMU student volunteer event to enlist students to work with us on environmental education initiatives on the Southside. Sara told us that that the after school coordinator is very interested in forming a Bird Club (anytime during the hours of 3 – 6pm). Also kindergarten teachers and 3rd grade teachers are very interested in using the bird station for observations and would like guest speakers from Apalachee Audubon. 
Here is the link to apply as a volunteer with LCS provided by Sara Chang:
 
https://volunteers.leonschools.net/Volunteers/
 
PLEASE note the following:
         This does NOT require fingerprinting. But there will be a background check. A volunteer CANNOT be alone with students. A volunteer works with students under the supervision of a LCS staff.
         On the form, under Volunteer Interests, please choose Pineview ES. Please input Apalachee Audubon Society in the box for Special Program or Group. This is because the district will forward all approved volunteers to the appropriate schools.
         The application process may take about 1 week to get approval.
         Pineview’s front office closes at 415pm. Please sign in at the front window with your drivers license. If you arrive after 415pm, we will need to make special arrangements with Mr Brown, our after school program director.
It was also mentioned that we need loaner binoculars for school programs. For the South City event, we borrowed from FWC through Peter. Helen has 5 – 6 pair that she uses during birding field trips. Peter will put a blurb in Limpkin Times asking the membership for donations of used binoculars and field guides. Rob volunteered to work on a Southside birding Brochure.
Audubon Adventure Kits: Judy reports that emails announcing the kits have been sent to schools. We have allotted funding for up to 26 kits.

South City Garden

Elizabeth P. recommends that we volunteer at the pollination garden once per month. The work days are Tuesday and Friday afternoons during the school year, with children arriving about 4pm and Saturdays from 9 – 1. Over the summer, the hours are Friday morning and Tuesday afternoon. If we are going to be involved, it should be consistent so that children would know when to come. Board voted to spend $25 on Xerces Society pollinator garden sign. Donna will figure out some way to add sponsored by Apalachee Audubon Society to the sign. We will try to install the sign during one of the Tuesday afternoon work days in September.

Upcoming Events and Tabling Events – need volunteers

Sat. Sept. 16: Coastal Cleanup with Harvey and Judy – meet at 8am along Bottoms Road in Panacea

Sat. Oct. 28: Monarch Festival St. Marks NWR – 10 – 4 (Carol and Pat in France)

Sat. Dec. 16:  Mission San Luis Winter Solstice Festival 10 – 4

Sat. Jan. 27 – Arbor Day at the old land fill which is now a park
Sat. Feb 3: WHO Festival at St. Marks (Wildlife Heritage and Outdoor Festival)

Sat. Feb 17: Wildlife Friendly Yard Tour (Tammy Brown)

Volunteering

We need to do a better job at volunteer recruitment. The education committee is tabling at FAMU student volunteer event for environmental education projects. We need volunteers for tabling and other events listed above. Donna will contact Pat and Carol to see if they are able to bring the chapter sign to the meetings. Ann and Peter volunteered to sit at a table near the entrance to encourage people to get involved and to sign up for specific projects. Donna is also at entrance welcoming folks, making sure they are getting the emails and would like to direct them over to a designated spot for getting involved.

Membership

The person Kathleen had in mind to be our membership chair has moved. We really need a membership chair who can run the welcome wagon process for new members.

Publicity

Limpkin Times – e-newsletter – Peter will email it every 2 weeks – one to promote programs and one to promote initiatives. Please submit information to Peter as you have it ready, even if way in advance. He would also appreciate short articles and photos. Donna will mention this to Don Morrow – we would like periodic notices from Don or others on what to look for at St. Marks or other places in various seasons. Peter will be out of town in December.

2017-2018 Brochure – Board voted to approve funds $972.45 for 2000 full color brochures, with fewer than half being mailed in early September to membership. The other 1000 will be used at tabling events, to give out at meetings, placed at Native Nurseries and Wild Birds Unlimited, maybe even some at the airport and St. Marks Wildlife Refuge. Donna showed a sample of the brochure (tri-fold) used by Bay County Audubon last year and the estimate from Target Print & Mail is based on their brochure. The brochure will be designed by board member Elizabeth Georges. It will include all programs through the 2017 – 2018 year. We will use Target’s mailing permit at no extra charge so we can save money by not renewing our current one.

Website Transition – Elizabeth G. has built a new website with help from Kathleen on the transition. Currently, one is still directed to old website. This will change soon.
Field Activities

Field trips with Helen are scheduled through September.

Watermelon Pond Bioblitz in Alachua County near Newberry – Sept. 23 8am – 1pm. Sign up for early bird field trip to see burrowing owls. Limited space. See Limpkin Times for details.

Programs:

2017 – 2018 Program Series

3rd Thursday, 7pm social, 7:15 announcements, 7:30 – 8:30 program

Sept. 21:  An Overview of the Condition of the Apalachicola River and Bay and An Update on the Litigation and Restoration with Dan Tonsmiere, Apalachicola Riverkeeper

Oct. 19:  Natural Treasures of the Florida Panhandle: An Amazing Cradle of Life (Think Biodiversity!) with Bruce Means, Coastal Plains Institute

Nov. 16:  Rivers, Birds and Water Wars with Todd Engstrom, Tall Timbers Research Station

Wed. Dec. 6: Social with Big Bend Sierra Club at GrassLands Brewing Co.

Jan. 18:  The Islands at Apalachicola, with a focus on St. Vincent Island with oceanographer Jeff Chanton and nature writer Susan Cerulean

Feb. 15:  Shorebirds of the Apalachicola System with Jennifer Manis and Paula Muellner, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Mar. 15:  Saving and Restoring the Apalachicola Ecosystem with Bob Graham, tentative and details to be announced (see symposium info)

April 19:  Gardening for Wildlife: Using Native Plant Landscapes to Restore Habitat with David Mizejewski, National Wildlife Federation    

May 17:  The Limpkin – Florida’s Favorite Bird with retired biologist Dana Bryan at our annual banquet, which will be held at a different location. In addition Rob Williams will provide a wrap-up on our conservation efforts for the Apalachicola River.

In addition we will be having field trips following some of the programs. For instance, after the January program, we will schedule a field trip to St. Vincent NWR. Two field trips are already lined up:

Apalachicola River Kayak Eco-Tour on Sunday, Sept. 24 with Georgia Ackerman

Field trip to Spring Canyon, land owned and managed by Audubon members Tom and Helen Roth. Their property is in the Apalachicola River Basin and is being restored ecologically by the owners. Sunday, Oct. 22 
Conservation

Apalachicola River – Rob attended a meeting in Washington D.C. with approximately 40 others representing national conservation organizations with Bob Graham as chair. Vicki Tschinkel helped organize the meeting. This coalition is similar to the one created to restore the Everglades. Rob will participate in the next step, which is an organizational call to set up the coalition and identify priority projects.

SWIM plans

Rob has submitted comments on the draft plans for the St. Marks/Apalachee Bay Watershed and the Ochlockonee River Watershed. John has submitted comments on Lake Lafayette which is in St. Marks Watershed. Sean and Friends of Wakulla Springs supported our comments and we supported theirs. Rob plans to work with Bay Audubon when it comes time to comment on Apalachicola River Watershed draft plan, which is not out yet.

Florida Forever Campaign – We need to be involved in this to prevent the conversion of forest land into new suburban areas and agriculture. Florida Audubon is also working on this. We must insist that there be no more zero funding. There is a legislature advocacy day on Nov. 7 and 8 and we will be involved. We should meet with our legislators in September and pack the room during fall public hearings. Let them know that we want Florida Forever funded.
Rob would like to get people in other counties involved. Our chapter has members in 6 counties. We need to review our membership list and contact people in the other 5 counties to ask them to talk to their representatives.

Next meeting Wednesday, September 27, 6:30pm Waterworks

Meeting adjourned 8:30pm

